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THE  UI'ITID  ST-.TIS  OF  .JCRICA,  and  ors. 

-  ..gaitst  - 

-  AR/JIX,  £<IAiO,  ar.d  ors. 

It  TETIE  JOKH  (LJTEELL,  make  cath  and  say  as  follcwsj 

1.  IS/  nutiber,  rank,  name  arid  unit  is  11X33053 »  IPjor  peter  John 
Catybell,  uttachcd  isj  6  Div.  I  became  a  prisoner  of  war  in 
February  1542,  and  lurched  into  Chanel  on  17th  February. 

2.  I  left  there  in  jtiy  1942. 

3.  '.'c  went  to  ipulncin, 

4*  m  January  1944  we  moved  to  Tnnarkar.  car*  in  Thailand. 

3.  The  type  of  work  dene  there  was  mainly  repairing  railway 

bridges,  which  wore  next  tc  tho  001.5:,  and  on  railroad  maintenance. 

6.  The  comer  of  Ttu.nrkun  comp  was  about  100  yards  from  a  wooden 
railway  bridge  which  spanned  the  river;  3°  yds.  higher  was  a  steel 
railway  bridge.  The  line  bordored  one  side  of  tho  coop.  During  the 
succeeding  12  noj.ths  when  I  was  thoro  thoso  bridges  and  tho  ack-uck 
battery  located  about  200  yds,  outside  the  coni  wore  bombed  on  soven 
occasions.  Repeated  complaints  wero  undo  to  tho  carq.  commandant  about 
tho  danger  of  siting  a  pov/  cai.rp  next  to  a  military  objective,  and 
repeated  requests  vero  made  for  permission  to  mark  the  camp  as  such; 
but  this  jot  us  nowhere.  The  rosult  was  that  boobs  several  tines  fell 
in  the  coup;  bomb  frajnor.ts  were  scattered  fur  and  wide  throughout  the 
coqpj  machino-jun  bullets  burst  fren  tho  planes  and  fron  jap  observation 
posts  sproyicj  the  carp,  ^ck-ack  shrapnel  cane  in  in  jroat  quantities, 
and  numerous  men  wore  killed  and  injured,  Jh  one  raid  alone,  18  non 
wore  hillod  and  huts  set  cn  firo,  Baahinjs  ai.d  ill- treatment  wore 
conjonplacc  occurrences;  as  an  oxnitylo,  Cnpt.  Concanncn  was  made  to 
stand  in  frent  of  the  Luard  house  for  30  hours  by  Sjt,  icireda  at  Tauarkar. 
I  witnessed  this.  That  would  be  about  December  1944*  He  is  a  nan  of  30. 
Ko  had  a  li<_ht  on  in  the  canteen,  which  had  teen  lit  contrary  to  orders 
by  ono  of  his  non  working  for  him  -  just  0110  of  theso  snail  nistukes 
that  happen, 

•  9 

7.  in  February  1943  wo  wero  shifted  tc  i;nnburi  c  aap,  which  was  an 
officers'  camp.  There  wore  about  3»000  officors  stationed  thoro  in 
catty*  the  dimensions  of  which,  for  po~  purposes,  were  220  yds.  by  120 
yds,  •;e  wore  closely  confined  in  this  carp,  so  far  as  there  were  about 
four  fencos  and  a  doop  bund,  and  a  10  ft,  ditch  around  it.  The  restrictor 
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•  spuco  led  to  colossal  ovororowdin.,  both  for  sleeping  and  for  sanitary 
I  purposes,  conditions  wero  similar  to  Tuwurkan  coup*  otherwise*  Tho 
1  commandant,  capt,  xIl.uoIiI ,  true  an  urro^ant,  sadistic  typo,  who  was  vory 
I  keen  on  mss  puni3hnonta  for  offences  carulttod  by  individuals,  such  as 
f  confining  everybody  into  tho  huts  for  a  period  of  about  10  days  -  1 
/  oannrt  remember  whut  tho  efface  wneinfc  .t  oase  -  no  roudin^,  no  lyino  down, 

I  no  oonvorsinp;,  no  parties  of  uoro  than  six,  etc. 

I  6.  Or.  one  occasion  1  saw  hit.:  rjuko  a  Capt.  iurtin  stand  for  72  hours 

in  front  of  tho  ^uord  house  for  leokinj  through  u  fence,  ftiut  was  ct  this 
\  c.4.'p  at  Kenburi  about  July  1945.  ho  was  stand inuto  attention  cost  of  the 

1  tixett.  lie  had  to  3tund  all  the  tinei  thero  wus  no  question  of  sitting 

down,  no  wus  uiven  water  and  one  rice  ball  a  day.  The  jnpunoso  allowed  hin 
J  to  covo  au-ay  to  relievo  hiusolf ,  Evontually,  ho  had  to  take  his  boots  off, 

|  and  of  course  hie  feet  ^ot  sunburned  and  he  ultimately  collapsed,  Capt, 

J  I'urtin  is  a  barrister  in  Sydney, 

• 

\  9.  Tho  worst  tiling  coinittcd  by  this  C-pt,  l&juohl  was  against  a 

I  British  officer,  nuuud  Drawer, 

I  10,  About  tho  middle  of  Juno,  captain  T’,J',  Drowcr  was  uskod  by  tho 

*  Japanese  to  <jivo  liis  01  inion  on  the  refusal  of  seas  officers  to  do  certain 
I  nanial  tusks,  jfc  confirmed  thoir  attitudo  and  he  was  immediately  taken  to 
{  his  office,  vhcro  Captain  pi^uchi  and  his  adjutant  boat  hit:  into  insonsi- 

.  bility  with  wooden  swords  and  thon  put  hin  in  c  coll  at  tho  rear  uf  tho 

_uardhousc •  The  japs  thon  roalisod  that  as  ho  was  the  interpreter  ho  oould 
j  understand  what  they  wore  saying  sc  they  thon  put  hin  in  a  covered  slit 

\  trench,  the  dimensions  of  which  wore,  say,  3  ft,  by  2  ft,  6  ins,  by  4  ft,, 

which  hud  about  six  inches  of  raid  and  wet or  in  it,  and  was  infested  with 
mosquitoes j  Brcvor  had  only  a  pair  of  short sj  ho  hud  no  blankotj  ho  was 
only  civon  water  and  one  rico  ball  por  doy.  Later  on  he  wes  taken  back  to 
tho  guardhouse  where  he  was  threatened  with  torturo  and  aftor  this  lx 
endeavoured  to  coroit  suicido  by  strangulation  and  by  cutting  his  loc  open 
with  a  rusty  teapot  spout. 

11.  on  August  he  was  recovered  by  our  doctors,  who  stated  that  he 
would  have  beon  doad  in  a  few  uoroduys,  150  was  insane,  and  had  severe 
blcckwnter  fever,  and  was  terribly  enuciatodj  ho  had  net  washed  or  shavod 
1  during  the  period  -  he  lxd  long  hair  and  board;  ho  had  not  defecated  for 
the  two  months  in  the  00  days  he  was  in  the  tronoh. 

12.  A  Japanese  interpreter,  Capt,  Drawer  told  me  that  a  forn  of  mental 
torturo  was  introduced  upen  him  by  tho  japs  in  tho  tjuardhouso;  and  all  talk 
in  tho  guardhouse  was  deliberately  audible  sc  that  Drower  could  hoar  and 
•  understand, 

!  ^3 •  At  the  end  cf  July,  tho  officers'  comp  at  Kanburi  conr..oncod  to  bo 
j  transferred  to  a  now  coup  ct  pakou  jyok,  This  wus  a  distance  of  120  miles. 

I  I  loft  on  10  August  with  tho  fifth  party  of  400.  wo  started  in  open  rail 
/  tjoeds  trucks,  30  con  to  a  truck,  and  reached  Bangkok,  a  distunce  cf  40  milos 
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•  of  ter  29  houro  travelling.  re  set  up  all  ni^ht,  and  hud  no  sleep,  to 
1  thon  started  unloading  buo^OoC  into  bertes,  and  set  in  a  vory  croup cd 
position  or.  the  top  cf  the  lu^pjo^e  in  a  bar,jo  about  6  ft,  by  18  ft,,  and 
in  which  67  rxn  were  Jantved,  r;o  cat  up  all  ni^ht  without  sleep,  with 
ij.tor.so  dicc<-..Xcrtj  end  next  day  v;o  wont  five  rdlos  down  the  river  to  a 
f*  larjo  concreto  warehouse}  we  ule,t  thoro  two  ni,jhta  on  the  ccncroto 
floors,  with  rain  pourir^  down  cn  us  bocauso  tl.o  roof  had  largely  been 
I  blovm  away  by  bojubin^i  then  wo  entrained  in  snail  closed  stool  railway 

vans,  about  5  ft,  by  12  ft.j  those  woro  first  half -filled  with  ba^GO^e  ; 
an d  wo  sat  on  top,  fro  next  50  dJ.es  took  ue  l6  heurs,  and  during  this 
nijit  wo  also  had  no  slocp,  vo  then  set  off  rxrchiiv.  with  all  of  our 
wecr  and  as  tho  majority  cf  the  party  were  sick  Dutohmen  it  was  a  very 
slow  r.arch,  .0  took  36  hours  to  cover  30  idles  and  during  this  period 
only  had  two  hours  sleep  on  the  roadside  in  p curing  rain.  During  the  * 

last  12  houro  of  the  more'.  in^  wo  had  neither  feed  nor  water,  except 
ditch  water,  which  no  drank  from  tho  paddy  fields.  Oil  arrival  in  tho 
new  cnr£)  tho  huts  wore  bamboo  and  uttup,  but  we  slept  on  the  earth  floor 
on  a  basis  of  15  t.en  to  each  hut  bay,  which  was  10  ft,  by  18  ft,  To 
I  arrived  there  on  l6  .lUniist  1945*  J  i 

(Signed )  r.j,  C.JTBEUL, 

flwern  befero  uc  at  Sydney 
on  the  fifth  day  cf  sept out or 
1946. 

(Signed  )  A,J,  Ill’Sl'inD. 
judje  cf  supremo  Court  of  Queensland. 
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